
 

Crayfish News ·Volume 30  Issue 2:  Page 1 

ISSN 1023-8174 

I  n October 2005 the Cessy angling club      
(APEC) urged that an environmental as-

sessment be made of non-indigenous cray-
fish species (NICS) in Cessy pond and that a 
brief review be made of the crayfish situation 
in other parts of Cessy parish. The latter 
study, which is discussed herein, was di-
rected at the Oudar stream, the southern 
tributary of the R. Versoix, which drained into 
Lake Léman at Versoix (north of Geneva in 
the Swiss canton of Vaud). It was also the 
only upland stream in the parish that was 
perennial and had a history of crayfish occu-
pation. 

In former times the white-clawed cray-
fish (Austropotamobius pallipes) inhabited 

the stream but by the end of the 20th century 
that species had apparently been replaced by 
the signal crayfish Pacifastacus leniusculus 
and the spiny-cheek crayfish Orconectes 
limosus (Anon, 2005). 

Basic features of Cessy parish 

Cessy parish is located to the south of 
Gex town in the Pays de Gex of the French 
Department of Ain. It spans the main road 
from Ferney Voltaire (and Geneva) in the 
south, to Gex (and Paris) to the north-west. 
Some basic features of its geography and 
hydrography are presented in Figure 1. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Dear IAA members, 

With the present letter, I realize that I am 
near the end of my term as President of the IAA 
and I have been particularly glad to see the dy-
namism of the Association during this time.  As 
you know the IAA was founded in Hinterthal, 
Austria in 1972; with its main aims being to en-
courage the scientific study of crayfish for the 
benefit of mankind, to provide for the dissemi-
nation of research findings relating to crayfish, 
and to develop an international forum for free 
discussion of problems relevant to crayfish. Our 
summer biannual meeting IAA17 is fast ap-
proaching under the auspices of the University 
of Kuopio and it will be an excellent opportunity 
to have fruitful scientific discussions as usual.  

The biennial conference is also the opportu-
nity to organize the General Assembly Meeting. 
During this meeting, candidates for hosting the 
next conference are invited to present their pro-
posals, the IAA board presents any modifications 
to the bylaws, and the final results of the elec-
tion will be presented at the end of this general 
business meeting in Kuopio (results will also be 
published in the September issue of Crayfish 
News).  

Again, through the great efforts of our Sec-
retary, Jim Fetzner, I want to remind you that 
the online ballot for the 2008 International Asso-
ciation of Astacology elections has been open 
since the 8th of July and is accessible to mem-
bers through the IAA website. Especially, if you 
will not have the opportunity to join us this year 

in Kuopio, please navigate your browser to the 
IAA home page (http://iz.carnegiemnh.org/
crayfish/IAA/) and click on the big Vote icon to 
the right of the home page to Login, and you will 
have access to the ballot. Moreover you will 
have the opportunity to discover the bylaws of 
the Association and the potential hosts of the 
IAA18 symposium. It is really the first time that 
we have such a user-friendly system allowing 
you to actively intervene in the life of the Asso-
ciation and make your selection for each of-
fice.  You also have the ability to propose 
changes to the bylaws. New ideas are naturally 
always welcome and the efforts of all members 
are very much appreciated as it is a means to 
support IAA by voting in this election. The last 
day to cast your vote online will be Thursday, 
August 7th. 

With my final letter as President of the IAA, 
I want to say how much I have appreciated the 
continuing exchanges I have had with the offi-
cers and IAA board members. I am in charge of 
gathering IAA membership applications for 
Europe (my plug to once again remind you that 
it is still time to renew your membership if you 
want to continue to enjoy Crayfish News). I will 
pass the responsibilities (and the precious cray-
fish fossil) on to the incoming President, and let 
me close by wishing him and the new officers 

the best for the next two years.  H                

 

Catherine Souty-Grosset 
IAA President 

The International Association of Astacology (IAA), founded in 

Hintertal, Austria in 1972, is dedicated to the study, conservation, 

and wise utilization of freshwater crayfish.  Any individual or firm 

interested in furthering the study of astacology is eligible for 
membership.  Service to members include a quarterly newsletter, 

membership directory, bi -annual international symposia and 

publication of the journal Freshwater Crayfish.  

 

Secretariat:  

The International Association of Astacology has a permanent 

secretariat managed by Bill Daniels .  Address: IAA Secretariat, 

Room 123, Swingle Hall, Department of Fisheries and Allied Aquacul-

tures, Auburn University, AL 36849 -5419, USA.  

Tel: +1 (3 34 ) 844 -9123  /  Fax: +1 (3 34 ) 844 -9208  

E-mail: daniewh@acesag.auburn.edu  

Web page:  http:// iz.carnegiemnh.org/crayfish/IAA/  

Webmaster:  James W. Fetzner Jr.  

E-mail:  FetznerJ@CarnegieMNH.Org  

IAA Board Members:  In addition to the IAA Officers and Secre-

tariat the board also includes Arnie Eversol  (USA), Paula Hentto-

nen  (Finland), Jay Huner  (USA), Julian Reynolds  (Ireland), 

Stephanie Peay  (UK) and Alastair Richardson  (Tasmania).  

Officers:  

Catherine Souty - Grosset , President , Université de Poitiers,  

Ecologie, Evolution, Symbiose, UMR CNRS 6556 , 86022 Poitiers 

Cedex, France.  

E-mail: catherine.souty@univ -poitiers.fr  

James M. Furse, President - Elect, Griffith School of Environment  

Gold Coast Campus, Griffith University, Queensland 4222, Australia.  

E-Mail: j.furse@griffith.edu.au  

 

James W. Fetzner Jr., Secretary,   Section of Invertebrate Zoology, 

Carnegie Museum of Natural History, 4400 Forbes Avenue, Pitts-

burgh, PA 15213 -4080.  United States of America.  

E-Mail: FetznerJ@CarnegieMNH.Org   

Francesca Gherardi, Immediate Past - President , Department of 

Animal Biology and Genetics, University of Florence, via Romana 17, 

50125 Firenze, Italy.   E -mail: francesca.gherardi@unifi.it  

Statements and opinions expressed in Crayfish News are not 

necessarily those of the International Association of 

Astacology.  

 

This issue edited by James W. Fetzner Jr.  

Presidentõs Corner 

Catherine Souty-Grosset, 

IAA President (France) 

You can now cast your 

ballot for the IAA officer 

elections online through 

the IAA website.  You can 

also vote on proposed 

changes to the society 

bylaws, and make your 

selection for the location 

of the venue for the next 

IAA symposium (IAA-18).  

See page 3 for instructions 

on how to access the 

online voting system. 
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Dear IAA Members, 

Just a short note to inform you that 

the online ballot for the 2008 Interna-

tional Association of Astacology elections 

is now open and accessible to members 

from the IAA website. 

To cast your vote in the 2008 election, just navigate your 

b r o w s e r  t o  t h e  I A A  h o m e  p a g e 

(http://iz.carnegiemnh.org/crayfish/IAA/) and click on the big 

Vote icon (same as the one shown above) to the right of the 

home page to Login. After you login successfully, you should 

see the same Vote icon again. Click that icon to access the 

online ballot. 

On the first screen you will be presented with links to 

various PDF documents related to a) proposed changes to the 

bylaws (19 this time!!) and b) Proposals from the potential 

hosts of the IAA18 Symposium. You should download and 

read through these before proceeding on to the ballot, as it 

may take some time to absorb all of this information.  If you 

enter the ballot and start reading the documents available 

there, your session may timeout and you may have trouble 

accessing the ballot again (please feel free to contact me if 

such a situation arises, or if you run into other trouble with 

*the system*).  Once all this documentation is read, voting 

should only take a few minutes.  After reading the docu-

ƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻŎŜŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ .ŀƭƭƻǘέ ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ 

Voting will occur as a 3-step process (officers, bylaws, 

and IAA18 venue).  When you start voting, the first screen 

presents you with the list of society officer candidates. To 

view more information on each candidate, click on their 

name and a new window will open that contains additional 

information. Make your selection for each office and then 

click the Vote button at the bottom of the page. You also 

have the ability to submit a write-in candidate for each office, 

if you so choose.  The second screen lists the various pro-

posed changes to the bylaws.  You will see the current bylaw 

text, the proposed changes and a short explanation of the 

change.  Please indicate your vote for each of the 19 individ-

ual bylaw changes and then click the Vote button at the bot-

tom of the page.  The final ballot screen will record your se-

lection of a venue for hosting the IAA18 symposium. Make 

your selection and click the Vote button. After clicking the 

final button, you will be presented with a screen that displays 

all of your ballot selections. You can print this for your re-

cords if you like.  If you see an error in your ballot selections, 

ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘŀƴƎŜ ¸ƻǳǊ ±ƻǘŜέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ 

this last page and you can recast your votes by visiting (and 

making selections on) all 3 ballot pages again. 

For those members that do not have easy access to the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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{ŜŎƻƴŘ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ /ǊŀȅŦƛǎƘŜǎ 

Needs Your Help 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ŎǊŀȅπ
ŦƛǎƘΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ WŜȊŜǊƛƴŀŎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфулΩǎΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ 
monograph and wealth of distributional data for the state. 
Since that time, several regions of West Virginia have experi-
enced severe environmental degradation and taxonomic 
methodologies have improved drastically that may lead to 
the description of undescribed taxa.  

In response to this, the West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources Heritage Program has supplied funding to myself 
ŀƴŘ 5ǊΦ {ǘǳŀǊǘ ²ŜƭǎƘ ό¦{D{ύ ǘƻ ǊŜŀǎǎŜǎǎ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ŎǊŀȅπ
fish fauna. The primary purpose of the project is to deter-
mine regions in the state harboring diverse crayfish faunas, 
ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ŎǊŀȅŦƛǎƘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ 
and establish the current conservation standing of the 22 
known taxa that reside within the state borders (e.g., Figure 
2).  
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ²Ŝǎǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ 

crayfishes and are willing to share it, especially distributional 
data, I would appreciate an email (zloughman@westlib-
erty.edu). Distributional data on primary burrowing species is 
particularly noteworthy, and we would appreciate any infor-
mation individuals are willing to pass on to us regarding the 
distribution of these secretive animals.  Any data shared aids 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎǊŀȅŦƛǎƘ ŦŀǳƴŀΦ !ƭƭ 
individuals who share data will be given credit in all manu-

scripts and reports produced by this effort.   H 
 

Thanks in advance!   

Zachary J. Loughman 
Instructor of Biology 

Department of Natural Sciences and Mathematics 
West Liberty State College 

West Liberty, West Virginia USA 
(304) 336-8923 

 
 

Annual Crayfish Rites Begin 
 

For many Finns, the crayfish is a symbol of summer. 
Since stocks of the native species, known as the noble cray-
fish, were badly hit by plagues in the last century, the harvest 
has been carefully controlled. 

Crayfishers began collecting the crustaceans from lakes, 
ponds and streams and rushing them to restaurants and 
shops on Monday. There, aficionados await them eagerly, 
and do not mind paying high prices for the tiny shellfish. 

Those prices may be a bit lower this year as a bumper 
catch is expected. The game and fisheries institute says the 

(Continued on page 5) 

News Items From Around the World  

Red Swamp Crayfish on the Move 
in the UK 

As part of the Environment Agencies non-native species 
monitoring within the Thames catchment we have been re-
viewing the spread of Red Swamp (Procambarus clarkii) cray-
fish within the Greater London area.  This species has been 
present in Hampstead Heath Ponds (TQ2779586567) since 
1991.  Kenneth Richter and Roy Wiles reported in Crayfish 
News in 2000 that the species has spread to four ponds on 
the Hampstead Heath site with Turkish crayfish (Astacus lep-
todactylus) initially present in three lakes, although none 
were found in later surveys.   

Trapping undertaken by the Environment Agency in May 
2008 recorded P. clarkii  in four lakes, one of which was not 
trapped in 2000.  No A. leptodactylus were found at any of 
the lakes.  Further trapping on Regents Canal adjacent to Lon-
don Zoo confirmed that P. clarkii was present, with four indi-
viduals caught in twenty traps.   

It is not known how far the species has spread along Re-
gents Canal. Further monitoring will give us an insight into 
the rate of spread and consequently the potential impacts of 

this previously isolated species within the UK.  H 

Adam Ellis & Judy England 
Environment Agency 

Apollo Court, 2 Bishops Square Business Park 

St Albans Road West, Hatfield 

Herts AL10 9EX 

 adam.ellis@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Figure 1. Range expansion noted for the red swap crayfish 

(Procambarus clarkii) in the UK. 
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